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Dgr.mlnowT oF Nlrunltl RnsouRcEs
Auo EnvrnonMENTAL CoNTRoL

Dlvlstox oF SolL AND WATER CoNsERvATloN

Dcla*rrs Netlonrl Ertuarine tl1ff;TJ$"H"tffi
Reacarch lttc€rve

Phons (302)739-3436
Frr: {i02)1t -Z{r'6

Matt Menashes, Executive Director
ll*ionrat Estuarine Research, Reserve AssoEiatiorr
444 N. Cspitol St NW Ste 322
Washin$on DC 20001

Dear Mr. Menashes,

Iamwritirrgthislctterinsupportor*rgr.elgrajonproposalfroml|e\iationalEstuarineResearchReserve
Assosiadon (NERRA) #ili'# 

' 
NO,U'* c"#l;il;aJrrc H"Uitar Restsration Nationar and Regionol

PartnershiP Orants'

Since 2004, the Blackbird Creek Resewe com?onsnt of the DelawareNsioral Estrrarine Researrch Reserve

(DNERR) has more rh*;;;i;J ili*a uoroingJffi;t;r,ilioJrr-a."rqmenr of an ecorogicar restorsrion

mast'r plan in 2007. The ncwly acquired parcels included a former "*tpgro*d 
and relrted facilities' as well as a

modern suburban home, 8nd giverai ngri.cllnrral p*r.rt in vtrious stBtes of cultivation' fallowness and nailral

condiJion,, The parcels haw had varying dsgees ffiffi #o*.r uno disturburce for rnany celturies' if not

millennia, considering.rrfio mrti"l nirrri"*n i""i;;id;' Tie dwelopment of the ecological restoration ma'$t

plan to ideTtrfy pot"nti*ir".CIraiion initi*ives-and erget conditions \['aq en irnportartt step in charting a long urm

course for tlre restoratioi t-."It *"Jptiorities for the Blaqkbird Creek Reserve'

This ecological rcstoration master plan is grriding the Blackbird creek Reserve's restoration for immediate sbort-

termeffortandprovidesapranofactionfr.rh.t;;J;:;-y;. 
severatrestorationprojectshrvealreadybeen'

completed iu partnenhip with qr11g111"t-g:,4i"r* Lctuaing nelaw"rc Forest sewice' oeleware Division of

Fish rnd wildrife, u.s. Fish and w*dlife. N.r" irJ,r* Gi*Irion oisrict,-eRn+rxr, Delaware Departmerrr of

Transportation. University 9f Delal*are, petatare-statc university' Appmuinimink River Association and sonre are

crrnently undenvay. rh# is a.bundsnt opportuni.ty ror ndditional ie*tootioo projeca witlr additional finding;

The research:based rnission of the DNERR also directly supports applying monitonng and scientific resefff,ch to

restffistisrt projects. e,t #ii*f**pon*, of forre"t.*,hstoration i,,.."tJis the application of ryplied reserch and

monitoring. rr,r*" enoili-lr;fi;;;;"r*r"tirioraion site ionditions upon implernentation' but also sewem

track natural sy$t€m ,rri"#r"r,a-t 
"rir. 

ru""i*ri"g restored cosstar areas 
"an 

p'rovide tools for planning

management rt 
"rcgi.$ 

I;i;-6iil;;ronrr" testoi"tion practices *nd projects'

Icivethisrcstorationploposalmyful|supPon.asManagetfortheDc|awarcNationalEstuarineRetearchResgrve'
Picase la me know ifl can be ofany oth€f, assrstsnce'

(Defawaru's good nature depends on jou!


