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Introduction 
In 2009, the National Estuarine Research Reserve Association (NERRA) and 
the Friends of Rookery Bay (FORB) established the Lois Yoder-Swaim 
Memorial Scholarship Fund.  The fund, honoring the memory of a beloved 
member of the research reserve community, provides financial assistance to 
college students who agree to work with one of the nation’s 27 National 
Estuarine Research Reserves (reserves).  
 

Lois Yoder-Swaim was a leader in the reserve community for many years.  She was a long-time supporter 
of the Rookery Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve and for three years served as president of the 
Friends of Rookery Bay.  Through her connections to Rookery Bay, Lois became involved in national 
issues and became a cherished friend and colleague to many people in the reserve community.  Lois was 
a member of NERRA’s Friends and Foundations Network and a NERRA board member.  Ms. Yoder-Swaim 
was an inspiring leader building a strong and meaningful reserve community by increasing volunteer 
capacities, fostering innovation in research and education, and working to ensure that local and national 
officials understood how our nation’s estuaries are at risk. 
 
One of Lois’ dreams was to establish a scholarship program to encourage students to get involved in 
coastal stewardship.  NERRA and the Friends of Rookery Bay are proud to continue her legacy through 
this scholarship program. NERRA and the Friends of Rookery Bay 
The National Estuarine Research Reserve Association is a 501(c)(3) national charitable association 
dedicated to the protection, understanding, and science-based management of our nation’s estuaries 
and coasts.  In part NERRA meets its mission by increasing awareness and use of the National Estuarine 
Research Reserve System and its estuarine research, education, training, and stewardship programs.  In 
addition to the services it provides the reserves, NERRA works with a network of 19 locally-based non-
profits.  The Friends & Foundations Network (FFN) works to increase the ability of local community 
leaders and organizations to support their research reserves. 
 
The Friends of Rookery Bay is a local 501(c)(3) charitable association located in Naples, Florida.  FORB is 
a volunteer citizen support organization that assists the Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
in the management of the 110,000 acre Rookery Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve.   FORB 
provides community support and involvement designed to contribute to informed coastal decisions 
through an integrated program of coastal stewardship, research and education.
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The Lois Yoder-Swaim Memorial Scholarship 
The scholarship is open to all second, third, or fourth year students enrolled in full-time undergraduate study at 
an accredited public or private junior college, college, or university who agree to conduct an ecological, 
biological, or social science research or work project in cooperation with the professional staff of a National 
Estuarine Research Reserve.  There are 27 reserves located in 22 coastal states and territories. 
 
This scholarship was created to provide one or more students with a scholarship of $1000 or more, to assist in 
his/her post-secondary education.  This award will be valid for a twelve (12) month period of undergraduate 
study.  All awards will be paid directly to a student for use at his/her discretion for room, board, tuition, 
supplies, or equipment (see section below on disbursement and tax requirements). 
 
A scholarship selection committee will choose the recipient(s).  Preference will be given to students studying the 
environmental or natural sciences, public policy, environmental or natural resource economics, or science 
education. 
 
Areas of focus for projects (2010-2012) are: 

• social sciences and their link to the estuarine environment and improving human communities 
• earth science education for K-12 students focused on the estuarine environment 
• public policy and the estuarine environment, and 
• estuarine ecology or physical oceanography. Eligibility Requirements 
1. Must be enrolled full-time in an undergraduate program at an accredited public or private junior college, 

college, or university.  First-year students are not eligible to apply. 

2. Must submit a college transcript for all completed semesters with a cumulative grade point average 
(unweighted) of 3.0 or better on a 4.0 scale. 

3. Must submit three letters of recommendation that relate to the student’s scholastic abilities, leadership 
role, and civic and school activities.  One letter must be from your academic advisor indicating that your 
proposed project will contribute to your studies. 

4. Must provide a list of awards, clubs, offices held, civic group involvement and educational achievements. 

5. Must submit a one page essay expressing your goals, educational interests, and the relationship of 
estuaries to your field of study, and a one page description of the project you propose to conduct 
including how it relates to one of the program’s focus areas. 

6. Must submit a letter from the manager of a National Estuarine Research Reserve indicating that you 
have discussed the scholarship program with him/her and indicating that your proposed project will 
contribute to your studies.  If the reserve or reserve partners (e.g. local “friends” group, college 
department, grant funder) is/are providing additional funding for you, please ask the manager to include 
that information in his/her letter.  The scholarship selection committee may review such information 
but will not include it in its decision-making; it will not be a deciding factor. 

7. Children of employees or contractors working for a National Estuarine Research Reserve, or a reserve-
affiliated not-for-profit partner, are not eligible for this scholarship. 
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Application Process 
A completed scholarship application (attached) and all documentation (letters, transcript, essay, etc.) must be 
submitted by mail and postmarked no later than July 15, 2010, to: 

Lois Yoder-Swaim Memorial Scholarship Committee 
National Estuarine Research Reserve Association 
444 N Capitol St NW Ste 322 
Washington, DC  20001 

 
Email applications will NOT be accepted.  The committee may request additional documentation if necessary.  Award Conditions 
The scholarship award shall be made in the following manner. 

1. A scholarship selection committee will review each application and the supporting documentation 
postmarked by the deadline.   

2. The committee will select the recipient(s) by September 1, 2010.  Qualification determination is within 
the discretion of NERRA.  All decisions are final. 

3. The recipient will receive a certificate of award and award letter from NERRA. 
4. The number of scholarships awarded may vary from year to year depending on funds available for this 

program. 
5. The recipient must submit proof of full-time enrollment/registration to receive the funds within twelve 

(12) months from the date of the award. 
6. The award must be used for room, board, tuition, supplies, or equipment (see section below on 

disbursement and tax requirements) related to attendance at a post-secondary institution or related to 
the recipient’s project at a reserve. Disbursement and Tax Requirements 

Disbursement will be made directly to the recipient upon submission of a written request along with a 
completed and signed IRS Form W-9, Request for Taxpayer Identification Number and Certification.  A W-9 will 
be mailed to recipients along with their certificate of award. 
 
If you receive a scholarship from NERRA, there may be tax implications for you due to the scholarship’s work 
requirement.   NERRA will issue an IRS Form 1099 to all recipients at the end of the calendar year in which the 
award is made.  Please discuss any tax implications with a qualified tax accountant. Forfeiture and Unclaimed Funds 
The recipient shall forfeit the scholarship if student fails to maintain “full-time student” status during the award 
period, which means a student carrying at least twelve (12)  undergraduate semester or quarter credit hours per 
term.  Forfeiture requires the awardee to reimburse NERRA for any funds provided. 
 
Any unclaimed or unused funds remaining by the end of the twelve (12) month award period will be forfeited. Further Information 
For further information on the Lois Yoder-Swaim Memorial Scholarship Fund, please send a letter to: 
Lois Yoder-Swaim Memorial Scholarship Fund, National Estuarine Research Reserve Association, 444 N Capitol St 
NW Ste 322, Washington, DC  20001.  Email inquiries will NOT be accepted.




