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Summary of Comments on Reauthorization of the CZMA

NERRA is dedicated to science-based management of our nation’s estuaries and coastal
systems, and serves as the primary advocate for the National Estuarine Research Reserve
System (NERRS), a network of 25 (soon to be 26) regionally-based programs
representing diverse estuarine and coastal ecosystems throughout the U.S. and its
territories. Through a state-federal partnership codified in the Coastal Zone Management
Act, the reserves play a critical role in national efforts to sustain healthy estuaries and
coastal communities.

Reauthorization of the CZMA provides an opportunity to strengthen the capabilities of
coastal communities to address issues of coastal development, protection, and habitat
restoration. Of particular importance to the NERRS, is the framework provided by the
CZMA to meet the need for informed decision-making at the federal, state, and local
levels.

Amendments to the Act should:

e Provide effective mechanisms to assess the technology and information needs
of coastal communities at local and regional scales

e Strengthen the capacity of the state-federal partnership to support research and
monitoring relevant to local and regional needs, and

¢ Improve the access and delivery of science-based information to coastal
communities, and evaluate the performance of the state-federal partnership in
support of informed coastal decisions.

Specifically, NERRA offers the following recommendations in support of CZMA
Reauthorization.

e Incorporate the Coastal Training Initiative and expansion of the System-Wide
Monitoring Program as key provisions of a separate title devoted to NERRS.

s Maintain the existing cost-sharing levels for state (30%) and federal (70%)
funding.

e Maintain the name of the program as the National Estuarine Research Reserve
System.

e Authorize the NERRS at an initial level of $17 million, plus $1 million per out
year of the authorization period.

e Authorize a level of $15 million per year for NERRS constuction and
acquisition.
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