
4 Observation
4 Asking research questions
4 Problem solving
4 Data driven decision making

4 Protect wildlife
4 Monitor water quality
4 Plant native species
4 Clean up the coasts

National Estuarine Research Reserve Education 

Change on the Ground in 2019 
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of natural classrooms & 
living laboratories with
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ESTUARY SCIENCE LOCAL DATA LAB WORK FIELD INVESTIGATION

Creating value through education 
25,934 volunteer hours = $640,310*

613,152
VISITORS
learn about estuaries  
through Research Reserve 
outreach & education

1 million+ 
ACRES

Aloha to 
our Hawai'i 
Reserve, 
designated 
in 2017!

take learning out of the abstract 
& into the outdoors

are trained & inspired 
to protect their coasts 
& estuaries

93,916
STUDENTS

13,704
CITIZENS

RESEARCH RESERVE
EDUCATORS

4,784
TEACHERS
are trained in the 
estuary & supported 
in the classroom

29

ALASKA HAWAIIPUERTO RICO

29

SKILLS BUILT

VOLUNTEER ACTIONS

lead programs that foster coastal 
stewardship in communities in 23 states

coast.noaa.gov/estuaries

RESEARCH 
RESERVES

*Value of a volunteer hour is calculated at $24.69
based on data from the Independent Sector.



850 Spartina plants were planted 
by 5th grade students and the 

Conservation Corps to grow more 
saltmarsh habitat

2019

Apalachicola
Research Reserve 
Education is 
Change on the 
Ground

Apalachicola NERR and the 
Conservation Corps of the 
Forgotten Coast
Over the last four years, the valuable partnership between Apalachicola NERR 
and the Conservation Corps of the Forgotten Coast has helped the Reserve 
accomplish critical conservation projects while providing young adults an 
opportunity to learn about environmental issues and challenges. Recently, the 
group completed a living shoreline at the Reserve’s Sawyer Street tract on St. 
George Island, including a 250-foot offshore breakwater, 600 Spartina 
alterniflora plants, a kayak launch, and an educational kiosk. Over the last year 
and a half, the Reserve has worked with Conservation Corps to established a 
native plant nursery, where they are growing marsh species to be used for 
future marsh restoration projects. Living shorelines maintain continuity of the 
natural land-water interface and reduce erosion while providing habitat value 
and enhancing coastal resilience.

Return of the ANERR Nature Center Aquaria
Approximately a year and a half after Hurricane Michael hit the panhandle and 
damaged the life support components of the Center’s aquaria, the system is 
back up and running with new inhabitants. While this may seem like a long time, 
funding was provided very quickly after the storm through State Trust Funds to 
restore essential functions of the Center. Instead of repairing the system to its 
previous configuration, the decision was made to rebuild the system to be more 
resilient to future storms. The system is now higher and on a concrete platform, 
which will keep it more secure during future flooding events. The aquaria are a 
key component of the Nature Center and the visitation dropped off noticeably 
last year when word got out that the systems were not working. 

Watershed Walk Exhibit 
Spotlights Water Use Issues
The new Watershed Walk at the Apalachicola NERR allows visitors to travel 
downstream from the headwaters of the Chattahoochee and Flint Rivers to the 
mouth of the Apalachicola River where it empties into the bay. The scale of the 
walk is 6 inches to the mile, so 530 river miles are covered in 270 feet on the 
boardwalk. Mile markers denoting landmarks along the rivers help visitors track 
their journey and appreciate the size of our vast 19,600 square mile watershed. 
The Watershed Walk is designed to reinforce the theme of connectivity in the 
system and give visitors the opportunity to better understand who the water 
users are and the impact that ever-increasing upstream water withdrawals are 
having on our estuary. 

“ Hike the trails and 
visit the exhibits but 
we especially love 
the classes they 
offer. We've taken 
classes on birding, 
the estuary, oysters, 
invasive species and 
landscaping. They 
are all free of charge 
and taught by 
excellent, highly 
educated individuals. 
I highly recommend 
the classes and this 
wonderful place. 
Learn what an 
estuary is! It's 
fascinating!”
Trip Advisor Review

“ I brought 30 teacher 
friends for a visit as 
part of our study of 
the Chattahoochee-
Flint River 
Watershed. This is a 
great place to learn 
about the estuary 
and it’s importance 
to the global 
economy. This is a 
must see place for 
science geeks or 
life long learners."
Professional 
Development Leader, 
Georgia

Apalachicola Reserve is one of 29 sites 
in the National Estuarine Research 
Reserve System. Each site is a state 
federal partnership that combines 
research, monitoring, and education to 
advance the understanding and 
management of estuarine environments.

Connect
Over 24,000 visitors to the Nature 

Center learned about Estuaries

Over 3,600 participants in public 
education programs

Prepare
Every local student, grades pre-K, 

1, 3, 5, and 10 participated in 
outdoor education programs 

about Estuaries

Improve
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