National Estuarine Research Reserve Education
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learn about estuaries
through Research Reserve
outreach & education

take learning out of the abstract
& into the outdoors
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are trained in the
estuary & supported
in the classroom

ESTUARY SCIENCE

Improves
the Environment
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LOCAL DATA
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CITIZENS

RESEARCH RESERVE

lead programs that foster coastal
stewardship in communities in 23 states

coast.noaa.gov/estuaries

LAB WORK

Observation
Asking research questions
Problem solving
Data driven decision making

FIELD INVESTIGATION

VOLUNTEER ACTIONS
are trained & inspired
to protect their coasts
& estuaries
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Protect wildlife
Monitor water quality
Plant native species
Clean up the coasts

Creating value through education
25,934 volunteer hours = $640,310*
*Value of a volunteer hour is calculated at $24.69
based on data from the Independent Sector.

California

Elkhorn Slough
Research Reserve
Education is
Change on the
Ground
2019
Connect
100 Volunteers
30,000 Visitors

40 Years of Impact on a Community
For 40 years the Elkhorn Slough Reserve has strove to be an asset to
its community. Our impact extends well beyond the boundary of the
1,700-acre Elkhorn Slough Reserve, well beyond the local watershed
and beyond our State and national boundaries. Our impact is rooted in
the idea that individuals can make a diﬀerence when we work together.

Celebrating 40 years of Estuarine Education

Prepare
100 teachers trained
8,000 students engaged
24,000 student contact
hours

Improve
2800 volunteer hours
19 Stewardship projects on Reserve land

Squeals of delight echo across the marsh as a fourth grader spots their
ﬁrst Egret. These are the moments that inspire the education staﬀ at the
Elkhorn Slough Reserve. Nearly 40 years ago, school children took a
guided walk on the Reserve for the ﬁrst time and experienced a feeling
of awe when they took in their ﬁrst view of the Slough.
Today, that same sense of wonder resonates in each of the over 8,000
students who visit annually, guided by an education team committed to
inspiring a love and understanding of this place, the watershed, and
wetlands of the Elkhorn Slough Reserve.
What started as guided nature walks has evolved into rich explorations
of grade level themes that connect students to the habitats of the
Reserve

It Takes a Village

Laura Arnow
Minti White
Elementary



“Thank you for
opening up the
Slough to our
students. We love
coming back each
year!”

The Reserve provides sanctuary for both wildlife and people — a
place to ﬁnd tranquility, or to seek solace in the songs of migratory
birds.
The Volunteer program began in 1983 with a group of passionate
docents leading walks for the public and sharing the exciting new work
developing on the slopes of the Slough. Today, there are more than
100 volunteers who assist in every aspect of the Reserve’s eﬀorts.
Their physical work creates progress, and their time supports our
grants. It is no overstatement to say we could not succeed without
these dedicated volunteers.

“I enjoy the Slough
because I love nature
and nature loves
me!"
Student
Starlight Elementary

It takes a village to raise an estuary, and we have one truly dedicated
village.

California's Elkhorn Slough Reserve is one
of 29 sites in the National Estuarine
Research Reserve System. Each site is a
state federal partnership that combines
research, monitoring, and education to
advance the understanding and
management of estuarine environments.

