
4 Observation
4 Asking research questions
4 Problem solving
4 Data driven decision making

4 Protect wildlife
4 Monitor water quality
4 Plant native species
4 Clean up the coasts

National Estuarine Research Reserve Education 

Change on the Ground in 2019 
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of natural classrooms & 
living laboratories with

People to Estuaries

the Next Generation

the Environment

Connects

Prepares

Improves

ESTUARY SCIENCE LOCAL DATA LAB WORK FIELD INVESTIGATION

Creating value through education 
25,934 volunteer hours = $640,310*

613,152
VISITORS
learn about estuaries  
through Research Reserve 
outreach & education

1 million+ 
ACRES

Aloha to 
our Hawai'i 
Reserve, 
designated 
in 2017!

take learning out of the abstract 
& into the outdoors

are trained & inspired 
to protect their coasts 
& estuaries

93,916
STUDENTS

13,704
CITIZENS

RESEARCH RESERVE
EDUCATORS

4,784
TEACHERS
are trained in the 
estuary & supported 
in the classroom

29

ALASKA HAWAIIPUERTO RICO

29

SKILLS BUILT

VOLUNTEER ACTIONS

lead programs that foster coastal 
stewardship in communities in 23 states

coast.noaa.gov/estuaries

RESEARCH 
RESERVES

*Value of a volunteer hour is calculated at $24.69
based on data from the Independent Sector.



2,642 volunteer
hours

Connect
3,352 public program 

attendees

10,005 Visitor walk-ins

Prepare
52 teachers trained

3,823 students engaged

Improve

Jacques Cousteau  
Research Reserve

Education is 
Change on the 
Ground
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The Jacques Cousteau Reserve is one 
of 29 sites in the National Estuarine Re
search Reserve System. Each site is a 
state federal partnership that combines
research, monitoring, and education to
advance the understanding and man
agement of estuarine environments.

"The more 
educated I 
become about the 
environmental 
changes locally, 
the more I can 
educate my 
students onw hat 
is happening in 
their own back 
yard."

- Teacher that was
participant of JC
NERR's 2019 TOTE
program

"Thoroughly
enjoyed all exhibits.
Everyone was such 
a pleasure to speak 
with. Great job, keep 
it going and stay the 
same friendly and 
informative!""

-Patron from 2019 Open
House

"Educational 
programs are 
excellent and the 
exhibit at the 
Tuckerton Seaport 
are top notch!

- Facebook review

All Aboard!
What is the best way to learn about something?  Experience it!   This 
summer, the JC NERR and the Tuckerton Seaport teamed up to treat 
participants to an estuarine experience - offering back bay estuary boat 
tours this past June and August. These trips involved an interactive 
interpretive program while sailing on the "Pohatcong II", a pontoon boat 
docked at the Tuckerton Seaport. Our back bay tours focused on 
topics such as coastal resiliency, JC NERR research and monitoring 
efforts and birding.  We even featured a critter touch tank while 
underway.  We hope to continue this educational partnership with the 
Seaport in the future!

Rutgers Marine Field Station 
Open House
The Annual Rutgers University Marine Field Station Open House took 
place on September 14th, 2019 on a beautiful fall day. This year, the 
Open House included an array of hands-on activities, exhibits, tours, 
and historical presentations about the Field Station. Most of all, this 
unique event offered the public a chance to look into research and 
monitoring studies through Rutgers University and the JC NERR. This 
year's Open House included current research posters and videos on 
fisheries, biological assessments, horseshoe crabs, wind energy, water 
monitoring, and a look into the RUMFS wet lab. We had over 500 
attendees over the course of the day - what a turn out! Thank you to all 
who attended as well as our hard working volunteers!




