National Estuarine Research Reserve Education
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learn about estuaries
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& into the outdoors
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are trained in the
estuary & supported
in the classroom

ESTUARY SCIENCE
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lead programs that foster coastal
stewardship in communities in 23 states

coast.noaa.gov/estuaries

LAB WORK

Observation
Asking research questions
Problem solving
Data driven decision making

FIELD INVESTIGATION

VOLUNTEER ACTIONS
are trained & inspired
to protect their coasts
& estuaries
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Protect wildlife
Monitor water quality
Plant native species
Clean up the coasts

Creating value through education
25,934 volunteer hours = $640,310*
*Value of a volunteer hour is calculated at $24.69
based on data from the Independent Sector.

WISCONSIN

Lake Superior
Research Reserve
Education is
Change on the
Ground
2019
Connect
5,004 visitors to the
Lake Superior
Estuarium

Prepare
1,522 students engaged
938 hours of professional
development for teachers

Improve
Seven engaging internships
supported career readiness

“You all have
shown me so
much…
mentorship. I
truly feel like I
have grown as a
scientist and a
person because
of it.”
Risa Askerooth
NOAA Hollings Scholar

Dynamic STEM Learning In
Superior Schools
Curriculum specialists in the Superior School District noticed that
students weren’t learning much about the Great Lake in their backyard
or the scientific research at the University just down the road. Reserve
staff partnered with the district to build interactive online lessons about
real research projects on the St. Louis River Estuary. Lessons were
created to closely match state science standards and delivered in a
familiar format that matched the district's science curriculum.
Every 5th grade classroom now has access to lessons about Lake
Superior algal blooms, coastal flooding and wild rice restoration,
building a better sense of place and helping to build a science-literate
community.

Launching students, researchers, hunters and
anglers at Pokegama Bay
The Reserve Education program partnered with the City of Superior
and a diverse group of stakeholders to secure funding for the design of
a new launch in the Superior Municipal Forest, a prime hunting location,
a stop on the newly proposed St. Louis River Estuary National Water
Trail and the primary location for K-12 student field experiences.
In March 2020, the Reserve received $128,500 in grant funding that will
enable Superior to build out the new design, increasing river access
and providing a valuable coastal asset to the city and the education
program.

Thank you for your
strong collaboration
and partnership!
(The City of
Superior is) super
excited to move this
project forward with
you!
Linda Cadotte
City of Superior
Director of Parks,
Recreation and Forestry

Wisconsin's Lake Superior Reserve is one of 29
sites in the National Estuarine Research Reserve
System. Each site is a state federal partnership
that combines research, monitoring, and
education to advance the understanding and
management of estuarine environments.

