National Estuarine Research Reserve Education
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learn about estuaries
through Research Reserve
outreach & education

take learning out of the abstract
& into the outdoors
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are trained in the
estuary & supported
in the classroom

ESTUARY SCIENCE

Improves
the Environment

29 EDUCATORS

LOCAL DATA

13,704
CITIZENS

RESEARCH RESERVE

lead programs that foster coastal
stewardship in communities in 23 states

coast.noaa.gov/estuaries

LAB WORK

Observation
Asking research questions
Problem solving
Data driven decision making

FIELD INVESTIGATION

VOLUNTEER ACTIONS
are trained & inspired
to protect their coasts
& estuaries
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Protect wildlife
Monitor water quality
Plant native species
Clean up the coasts

Creating value through education
25,934 volunteer hours = $640,310*
*Value of a volunteer hour is calculated at $24.69
based on data from the Independent Sector.

SOUTH CAROLINA

North InletWinyah Bay
Research Reserve
Education is
Change on the
Ground
2019
Connect
Hobcaw Barony Discovery Center
3417 walk-in visitors
637 public program participants

Prepare
 teachers trained
students engaged
1 student contact hours

Improve
 citizen scientists activated
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Estuaries for Everyone

Connecting people to estuaries is vital to their protection, and reserves
across the county share their knowledge of (and enthusiasm for!) these
rich coastal ecosystems in a variety of formats and for all audiences.

Enganging Classrooms, Communities,
and Citizen Scientists

Sharing the incredible productivity, diversity and beauty of these habitats
through research and monitoring, student and community education,
and stewardship conservation activities provide reserve staff and volunteers
opportunities to enrich and educate audiences on their value and the
importance of their protection.

SC NERRS and NOAA Partner Opportunities
•Teachers on the Estuary (TOTE) Professional Teacher Development
•K12 Field Study Programs on watersheds, estuaries, and water quality
•Winyah Master Naturalist Program
•SC Sea Grant 'From Seeds to Shoreline' Restoration Project
•Audubon South Carolina Shorebird Stewards
•SE Phytoplankton Monitoring Network

“ I loved the shorebirds
theme and the wheels
have been turning on
using this knowledge
in my classroom."
“Love it, want more!
Staff is impeccably
educated
and accessible."

“ I always love these
workshops and take away
so much knowledge for
myself and my students."

“ Saw roseate spoonbills!"

Quotes from
'Teachers on the Estuary'
Participants

South Carolina's North InletWinyah Bay Reserve is one of 29
sites in the National Estuarine Research
Reserve System. Each site is a state
federal partnership that combines
research, monitoring, and education to
advance the understanding and
management of estuarine environments.

