National Estuarine Research Reserve Education
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learn about estuaries
through Research Reserve
outreach & education

take learning out of the abstract
& into the outdoors
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SKILLS BUILT
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are trained in the
estuary & supported
in the classroom

ESTUARY SCIENCE

Improves
the Environment

29 EDUCATORS

LOCAL DATA

13,704
CITIZENS

RESEARCH RESERVE

lead programs that foster coastal
stewardship in communities in 23 states

coast.noaa.gov/estuaries

LAB WORK

Observation
Asking research questions
Problem solving
Data driven decision making

FIELD INVESTIGATION

VOLUNTEER ACTIONS
are trained & inspired
to protect their coasts
& estuaries
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4

Protect wildlife
Monitor water quality
Plant native species
Clean up the coasts

Creating value through education
25,934 volunteer hours = $640,310*
*Value of a volunteer hour is calculated at $24.69
based on data from the Independent Sector.

ALABAMA

Weeks Bay
Research Reserve
Education is
Change on the
Ground
2019
Connect
9,317 acres of protected
coastal habitat
Over 10,000 visitors to the
Weeks Bay Visitors Center

"Derelict is Dangerous"
Derelict vessels may be considered an eyesore, but they can also be hazardous to
navigation, dangerous to wildlife and humans, and a source of debris and pollutants long
into the future. With funding from NOAA’s Community-based Marine Debris Removal
Grant and the Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, Weeks Bay
Reserve and Weeks Bay Foundation teamed up to address the issue by removing six
abandoned vessels and five pieces of large marine debris from the bay and rivers.
Additionally, over 9000 students, teachers and community members were engaged
through an outreach component, “Derelict is Dangerous”, developed and implemented by
the grant team. This campaign included workshops and education and outreach events

Prepare

at the Weeks Bay NERR as well as printed materials and signage. As part of the
campaign, rack cards were placed at local marinas and environmental centers, and the
signs were mounted at all County and State-owned boat ramps throughout Baldwin

60 teachers attended TOTE workshops

County, Alabama.

950 students engaged
4,650 student contact hours

Improve
3,300 lbs of marine debris removed
1,100 native plants planted by volunteers

“Marine debris is one of
the most pervasive yet
solvable issues affecting
our waterways and oceans
today. The Weeks Bay
NERR is at the forefront of
addressing marine debris
in the region by working “ Abandoned boats pose
with the state and local
a real risk to commercial
communities to remove
and recreational
existing debris, big and
boaters. We want to
small, and with schools to leave the bay better than
educate and prevent future it was by removing the
marine debris. I look
derelict vessels, and
forward to continuing our then restoring the areas
collaboration on future
that have been damaged
workshops and plastics
by them, such as by
sampling ”
planting marsh grass."
Caitlin Wessel, Ph.D.
Eric Brunden
NOAA Marine Debris Program
Stewardship Coordinator
Gulf of Mexico Regional
Weeks Bay NERR
Coordinator

"TOTE Tackles Marine Debris"

Weeks Bay NERR hosted its annual Teachers on the Estuary (TOTE) workshop this
past summer. This research and field-based program promotes stewardship of
watersheds and estuaries and improves teachers' understanding of the environment
using local research. This year the workshop included the many aspects and
challenges of marine debris. Caitlin Wessel, Gulf of Mexico Regional Coordinator for
the NOAA Marine Debris Program, taught about different types of marine debris that
impact the Gulf Coast. Weeks Bay NERR provided teachers with supplies to take
various marine debris activities back to their classroom. The teachers were also taught
how to use various applications for shoreline monitoring and taken on a demo field trip
to sample for microplastics in the water and sediments of Weeks Bay. All were
encouraged to bring their classes back for future sampling.
Alabama's Weeks Bay Reserve is one of 29
sites in the National Estuarine Research
Reserve System. Each site is a state
federal partnership that combines
research, monitoring, and education to
advance the understanding and
management of estuarine environments.

